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Synopsis

The term A¢a -A“malaphor,A¢a -A+a combination of A¢a —-A“metaphorA¢a -A-and

A¢a -A“malaprop,A¢a -A-was coined in 1976 by Lawrence Harrison, a senior executive in the
State Department. Harrison found gems in endless bureaucratic meetings, such as A¢a -A*he said
it off the top of his cuffA¢a —Aeor A¢a -A“donA¢a -a,¢t rock the trough.A¢a —A-Author David
Hatfield has been collecting malaphors for over thirty years. He Smokes like a Fish and Other
Malaphors (Unintentional Idiom and Word Blends) is his offering to language enthusiasts
everywhere. Malaphors know no bounds. From the man on the street to President Barack Obama,
a truly diverse array of people is represented within these covers. Hatfield has mined for malaphors
in every imaginable venue: movies, television, sports, music, the internet, at work, and on the street.
People from all over the world have shared gems on HatfieldA¢a -a,¢s website. So sit back, put

your feet up, and enjoy this truly unique collection of verbal play and mix-ups.
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Customer Reviews

This was a fun and witty book. Being that my English is my second language, | can definitely identify

with many of the malaphors... Great and easy read. Entertaining, witty and, at the same time, gives



great background information on the origin of the "correct" idiomatic expression. It is well written.

Highly recommended!

Absolutely entertaining, light read of examples of how John and Jane Q Public mangle common

expressions. Makes a perfect small gift for those who appreciate the language..

| can say with total conviction (and trust me I've had many convictions), this is the funniest book I've

read all day! | laughed till | died.

Such a fun read!

Really funny book just wish it were longer! | would recommend this for sure. | laughed so hard a few

times i cried and was surprised that some i actually say!

If you enjoy language and what we who use it sometimes do to our native tongue, you will delight in
this collection of mixed expressions. They are hilarious. The author has a keen, intelligent sense of

humor. Well worth a read.
Lots of chuckles and several laughs out loud. Great fun!
| really enjoyed reading this book and could not resist passing along several nuggets to others.

Plus, | learned about Malaphors too!
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